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The city of Ashikaga was chartered on January 1, 1921. Now, the city has reached its momentous centennial milestone.
The spirits and intentions of our forerunners, who built Ashikaga and helped it prosper, still flow through the city. |
respect and appreciate their unceasing effort from the bottom of my heart.

Ashikaga has many historic and cultural assets such as the Ashikaga Gakko, the oldest school in Japan, and Bannaji
temple. The landscapes which heal our hearts, the richly green mountains of Ashikaga and the Watarase, the river that
flows through the center of the city from west to east, have not changed for a century.

There is an old saying in Japan, “On Ko Chi Shin” which means “learn from the past to enhance the future."Ashikaga
city is a place where the people respect traditions established by our forerunners but have a progressive spirit in their
minds. Our citizens challenge limits, and have produced new values. They take maximum advantage of the loca
resources which have been cultivated in our long history to inherit the essence of our ancestors.

As one of the people who loves this beautiful city wholeheartedly, and as someone who is responsible for our future
society, | will proceed with the help of our citizens to develop Ashikaga in a way that reflects wisdom and creativity.
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Ashikaga City turned a brilliant milestone of its municipal centennial. On behalf of the Ashikaga City Assembly, I'm
especially pleased to send you my congratulations and best wishes.

As you know, Ashikaga, which is called “the town of history, culture, and flowers” and is surrounded by rich, green
nature, celebrated the centennial of its municipal founding on January 1st, 1921. Ashikaga has been known as “the
town of textiles” since the olden days. The local specialty of “Ashikaga Meisen,” which is silk fabric, was renowned all
over Japan. While we are proud of the great steps we've made in becoming a commercial and industrial city, we are
also proud of our many touring spots, such as our “Big Wisteria” at Ashikaga Flower Park and the agriculture which
makes the most of our fertile ground. Since motion pictures taken in Ashikaga have been screened in movie theaters all
over Japan, the notoriety of Ashikaga is increasing.

In learning the brilliant history of Ashikaga, which was built and prospered by the spirits and intentions of our
forerunners, | respect and appreciate their unceasing effort from the bottom of my heart.

Taking this commemorative year as a marker, we, the Ashikaga City Assembly, will cooperate with members of the
public administration and make our utmost effort to respect one another and expand discourse on various subjects.
Finally, I hope Ashikaga will develop without limit. And may the citizens be healthy and content.
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