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Congratulations on the centennial of Ashikaga City’s municipalization. On behalf of Kamakura City citizens, I
offer you my congratulations from the bottom of my heart.

It is said that the relations between Ashikaga City and Kamakura City started when Yoritomo Minamoto was
going to establish the Kamakura government, Yoshikane Ashikaga, who resided in Ashikaga-no-Sho ( Ashikaga
manor ), helped Yoritomo Minamoto establish the government.We have temples deeply related to the Ashikaga
clan, such as Hokokuji, Houkaiji, Jokomyoji, and Jomyoji temples. When we visit these temples, we feel a close
relationship with Ashikaga, which has been successful for such a great length of time all the way back to the
establishment of the Kamakura government in 1192.

Under such historical circumstances, both Ashikaga and Kamakura Cities established the sister-city affiliation
in 1982 (in 57 of Showa ). Since then, we have deepened our friendly relationship through exchanges between
the governments and a wide range of citizens’ groups ranging from cultural to economic to sightseeing.

I hope this friendly relationship will be succeeded by the next generation, and I also hope that the exchange
between both Ashikaga and Kamakura Cities will deepen further.Lastly, I wish for the development of Ashikaga
City and the happiness of the citizens. Congratulations!

Mayor of Kamakura City Takashi Matsuo
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On behalf of The People’s Government of Jining municipality and the 8.9 million citizens of
“the Hometown of Confucius and Mencius,” I congratulate Ashikaga City and its citizens for the
centennial of Ashikaga City’s founding.

Ashikaga is the first international city with which Jining has established a friendship-city
relationship. In the 37 years since establishing the friendship-city relationship, through exchange
and cooperation, we have produced significant results in many fields, bringing contributions to
relations not just between our cities but also between China and Japan as a whole.

“ ging shan yi dao tong yun yu, ming yue he ceng shi liang xiang.” ( Having weathered hardship, old
friends share the same feelings from different places under the same moon.) [ heartily congratulate
the centennial of Ashikaga City, and I would like to designate it as a new starting point for our cities’
exchange. I hope the centennial will be the first step to a new era of developed relations between our
cities.

Finally, I wish for the prosperity of Ashikaga City, the happiness of Ashikaga’s citizens, and the
long-lasting friendship between Ashikaga and Jining.

Mayor of Jining Municipal People's Government Yu Yongsheng
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Mayor

As Mayor of the City of Springfield, Illinois, United States, I am honored to wish Ashikaga, Tochigi, Japan a Happy 100th
Birthday. I am also proud to share with you well wishes on behalf of the residents of Springfield and our City Council.
Our two sister cities have built a legacy of friendship and partnership for 30 years. Today, we celebrate this momentous
occasion with you, marking the anniversary of Ashikaga's founding. Springfield's most famous resident, President Abraham
Lincoln said, "Determine that the thing can and shall be done, and then we shall find the way." Even though we cannot be
together in person, it is important to reflect and commemorate this milestone for your great city. I know every Mayor faces
highlights and successes during their time in office, as well as having to make difficult decisions. However, the people who
live and work in each community are the ones who make every city unique and a wonderful place to call home. It is the
people who challenge Mayors like myself and Mayor Hayakawa to continue to do our best. Ashikaga is celebrating 100
years because of each one of you and those who came before you. This milestone is also a celebration for you.

I am grateful and humbled for the sister city relations between our historically great cities. Springfield celebrates with
you today, and we wish you another 100 years of health, wealth, growth and prosperity, Congratulations!
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